
Backyard Puzzle Box
create your own

During the ADVENTURES AT YOUR PLACE activity series you will be exploring your backyard 
and your local bushland or creek/river. You may be asked to research, observe, experiment and 
collect things that help you discover and learn about your piece of the landscape puzzle.

you're gonna need somewhere to put your stuff!

Our first activity is to make a BACKYARD PUZZLE BOX that represents ‘your place’.  
This is where you can keep some of your work or the things you find and collect.

Things you will need

a box (or materials to make one with help from an adult),  

glue, tape, scissors, pencils and texta’s, paper, paints,  

camera or phone, small containers for gathering stuff



STEP 1 Find a spare unused box from 
around your house. The box 

can be made from anything you like but it 
must be suitable to decorate and around 
40cm x 40cm x 40cm. If you like to make 
things, use other materials to build a box.

STEP 2 Go out into your backyard 
(or somewhere in your local 

area) and find materials that represent ‘your 
place’. Collect small amounts of materials 
(in little containers) or document them by 
drawing, painting or photographing them. 
These materials are the pieces of the puzzle 
that make up your place.

STEP 3 Bring your materials back to 
a suitable workspace. 

STEP 4 Decorate your box. You can 
stick or glue materials to the 

sides or sketch/draw/paint images and words 
that represent your place.

Use your Backyard Puzzle Box to store 
anything that you need when continuing the 
‘Adventures at your place’ activity series.

Things to look out for
LEAVES, FLOWERS, NUTS, BARK, GRASS, 
STICKS – plants are very important because 
they provide shelter for other plants and 
animals, they are food for many animals, and 
they provide nutrients to the soil. 

SOIL, COMPOST, MULCH – soil provides 
plants with somewhere to grow, composts 
provide nutrients and mulch protects our 
plants from drying out.

FEATHERS, HAIR, SPIDER WEBS, INSECTS, 
SHELLS, TRACKS, TRAILS, FAECES – 
animals, or things that come from animals, 
can sometimes be hard to spot. Look closely 
and see if you can find traces of what has 
been in your yard. 

STONE, GRAVEL, PAVING – are often put in 
by people for decoration, to protect things, or 
to make paths to get around.

FENCES, SITTING AREAS, ART/
SCULPTURES, GATES – non-living things  
can be part your backyard as well. 

What's in your backyard?

Go outside and explore your place. 
Discover all the things that makes it special. 
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